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Since the EU project started, has undergone a period of unprecedented political and social changes. Even though the majority 

of the population is Christian, Europe is no longer a religiously homogeneous society. The arrival of migrants from different 

countries, has increased fourfold since last century. This is a fact that must be taken into account by public authorities.Human 

dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights are the values on which the European 

Union is founded. Embedded in the Treaty on European Union, they have been reinforced by the Charter of Fundamental 

Rights.The EU supports efforts to combat racism, xenophobia and other types of discrimination based on religion, gender, 

age, disability or sexual orientation. Even though national constitutionalism differs from country to country, EU members 

must recognize human rights, the way different countries will deal with “multicultural problems” regarding UE law will be the 

aim of this course.  

 

The social and political evolution brought about by globalization and immigration (from countries outside Europe and between 

European countries) has produced a socio-cultural picture that differs greatly from the one reflecting European reality merely 

forty years ago. Ethnic, religious and cultural differences have created problems of coexistence and marginalization. Faced 

with these situations, public authorities must take the necessary measures to mitigate the effects of inequality and 

discrimination. 

The main goals pursued by public authorities in this regard are doubtless the integration of different communities and the 

acknowledgement and protection of fundamental rights.  Familiarity with the EU Member States policies related to these 

issues, followed by the analysis of the different policy systems, including that of the EU itself, are crucial to having a proper 

understanding of the legal map within the EU. One of the most important challenges the EU is currently facing is integrating 

the different communities that make up a plural, multi-faceted European cultural reality. Theoretical knowledge and practical 

analysis of the above-mentioned systems of public policy are intended to aid students to approach European facts more 

accurately.    

  

 

It is assumed that the natural background of the students will be a Law Degree, a Political Science Degree or, more 

generally, a Degree in a Social Science-related area. Other Graduates are by no means excluded. Students holding a History 

Degree or a Degree in Journalism are a special target of this course. At any rate, any graduate truly interested in EU Human 

Rights issues will fit into the course. 

Previous knowledge of EU Law and Human Rights sources along with familiarity with European jurisprudence (ECHR) is an 

excellent starting point for the student to make the most of this course.  

Knowledge: Students are expected to acquire extensive and advanced knowledge of the EU Human Rights. Students will be 

able to discuss law in cultural, historic, and/or religious characteristics. Students will be able to apply case-law knowledge. 

Students will be able to discuss stages and statuses of ethnic and religious Identity. Students will be able to apply religion 

identity development theories in order to protect freedom of thought, conscience and religion. Learning will be based on the 

materials referred to or provided by the teaching staff. If required, academic guidance will be available on-line. In this 
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regard, the teaching staff is committed to providing guidance that is tailored to the specific needs of individual students. 

  

Skills: Students are expected to develop their ability to find their way through the complex EU Human Rights framework. 

 One of the crucial skills to be honed by students is the selection, usage and management of documentary sources, 

jurisprudence and doctrinal materials. 

  

Attitudes: A good disposition towards autonomous work is essential to maximize the results of the course. This combination 

of knowledge, skills and attitudes will prepare students for the task of understanding the protection of Freedom of conscience, 

thought and religion in a multicultural Europe.  

 

1. The European Union, A political and cultural fact. 

   1.1. The European Union: history of a multicultural society. Minorities. 

   1.2. The 20 th Century, migrations: Immigration and diversity. 

2. The European Union: a multicultural society. 

   2.1. The legislation. 

   2.2. Case Law 

3. Diversity within the Member States. 

   3.1. A study of the different realities. 

   3.2. Public policies in Diversity. 

4. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion, its influence in the EU and Member States public policies. 

   4.1. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion in the EU. 

   4.2. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion in the Member States of the EU. 

   4.3. Minorities towards the Freedom of thought, conscience and religion.  
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Teaching and learning are to take place through well-tested methods of distance education as understood in open 

universities. Learning materials will be referred or provided by the teaching staff through on-line channels. Acquisition of 

knowledge will take place through: 1) Reading the basic learning materials; 2) Research, guided by the teaching staff through 

on-line tutorials and 3) Use of information in situations and cases presented by the teaching staff.  
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On-line course: The course will be conducted on-line. On-line tutorials will be the basic form of interaction between students 

and the teaching staff. Access to learning materials, submission of essays and other documents, and communication between 

course actors will take place through the specific on-line channel designed and maintained for the course.    

 

Although communication between students and the teaching staff will take place preferably on-line, an extra resource for 

tutorials and guidance will be provided by the traditional system of academic service practiced by UNED. In this regard, 

Professor María José Ciáurriz Labiano mjciaurriz@der.uned.es and Dr. Almudena Rodríguez Moya arodriz@der.uned.es  will 

be on duty on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 14 p.m  

 
Assessment of the work done and submitted by students will take place on-line, through a system of continuous assessment. 

The final grade will be determined by the mark obtained in the second task. The first task is intended to give students an 

opportunity for self-assessment and will not influence the global numerical result.  

  Véase equipo docente.


